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When we observe the way in which women, since the second
half of the nineteenth century, have begun to learn masculine
callings, to become active in politics, to found and lead
societies, etc., we can see that woman is in the process of
breaking with the purely feminine sexual schema in which
apparent unconsciousness and passivity play a leading rfile.
She begins to concede something to masculine psychology
by establishing herself as a visible member of society; not
merely hiding behind the mask of Mrs, So-and-So, with the
obliging intention of having all her wishes fulfilled by the
man, or to make him feel it if things don't go as she wishes.
This step towards social independence is a symptom
even though it be only a response to compelling economic
facts, and due to causes, other than the actual need itself.
The courage and capacity for self-sacrifice of such women
is certainly to be marvelled at, and only the blind could fail
to see the good that has come out of these efforts. But no
one can evade the fact, that in taking* up a masculine calling,
studying, and working in a man's way, woman is doing
something not wholly in agreement with, if not directly
injurious to, her feminine nature. She is doing what would
be scarcely possible for a man to do, even were he a China-
man. Could he, for example, take a place as a governess,
or be in charge' of a kindergarten ? When I speak of injury,
I do not mean physiological merely, but above all psychic
injury. It is a woman's outstanding characteristic that she
can do everything for the love of a man. But those women
who can achieve something important for the love of a thing
are most exceptional, because this does not really agree with
their nature. The love of a thing is a man's prerogative.
But, since the nature of the human being unites masculine
and feminine elements, a man can live the feminine in himself,
and a woman the masculine in herself. None the less in
man the "feminine is in the background, as is the masculine
in woman. If one lives out the opposite sex in oneself,
one is living in one's own background, and that restricts

